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Engaging Learners 
Through Poetry
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Daniel Pink
The Power of Regret: 
How Looking Back Moves Us Forward

Why poetry?

Why?

Why sunsets?

Why trees?

Why birds?

Why seas?

Why you?

Why me?

Why friends?

Why families?

Why laugh?

Why cry?

Why hello?

Why goodbye?

Why poetry?

That’s why!

Lee Bennett Hopkins

Poetry awakens the heart.

-Emotion

-Language 

-Comfort with ambiguity

-Togetherness

Poetry awakens the mind.

-Language crafting

-Reading behaviors

-Writing behaviors

Why poetry?

mailto:debrakcrouch@gmail.com
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Poetry awakens the heart.
•Emotion

•Language 

•Comfort with ambiguity

•Togetherness

Georgia Heard

When I read a poem I first let it affect my heart.

He puts his cheek against mine

and makes small, expressive sounds.

And when I’m awake, or awake enough

he turns upside down, his four paws

in the air

and his eyes dark and fervent.

“Tell me you love me,” he says.

“Tell me again.”

Could there be a sweeter arrangement? Over and over

he gets to ask.

I get to tell. 

Little Dog’s 

Rhapsody in the Night

Matthew
My Mom

My mom is

so special

because

when I’m sick

she takes a lot of care of me

and she always 

buys me some stuff 

that will make me happy.

And she always feeds me

yummy stuff

She has a good heart and 

it touches my heart, too.

https://madeforlearning.substack.com/p/thinking-alongside-a-budding-writer?r=19inyw
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Test Day

by Dayanna

It’s never about the things I know:

I am good at Spanish

I am good at running

I am good at monkey 

Bars

I am good at doing

braids

It’s never about the things I know.

•

Poetry awakens the mind.
•Language crafting

•Reading behaviors

•Writing behaviors

Mia

Far, far out to sea,

land is only a memory…

https://madeforlearning.substack.com/p/making-space-for-brilliance?r=19inyw
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Georgia Heard

Every writer of poetry is first a reader of poetry.

What do you know about poetry?

As we began to study 
poetry:

•About anything

•About special things or people

•Poems look different on the 
page

•Sometimes it rhymes

•Makes you feel an emotion

•Uses specific words to help 
you see something (images)

As we read and noticed poetry:

•Have to read poetry to write poetry

•It has to make sense

•Read and reread to figure it out

•Poets can make up  words

•Poets observe

•Poets use white spaces to help 
readers know how to read their 
poems

•Poems are meant to be read aloud
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Professional Resources
Ralph Fletcher
Poetry Matters

Georgia Heard
Awakening the Heart (1st & 2nd edition)
For the Good of the Earth and Sun

Regie Routman
Kids’ Poems

madeforlearning.substack.com
• Making space for brilliance
• Immersion in writing
• Thinking alongside a budding writer
• What we value


